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Introduction

EnglishmediahashadalonghistoryinJapan, extendingthroughtheEdo-Meiji

era.Inl861,EnglishmanA．W.HansardbeganpublishingJapan's firstEnglish

newspaper,WzeMMgqsa師S/ajppmgList&Adue戒se7･, fbrfbreignbusinessmenlivingin

NagasakiandYokohama.ThefirstEnglishnewspaperfbrJapanesereaderswasWle

JﾋJpq"TYmes, launchedinl897byZUMOTOMotosadaunderthesupportofthefirst

PrimeMinister lTOHirobumi andthe fbunderofKeioUniversity, FUKUZAWA

Yukichi.')

NowJapan'soldestandlargestEnglish-languagedaily, TVzeJtJpa凡TYmeshas

sincedebutedTWzeJtUpq"TYmesSZaweeklypaperlaunchedinl951,andWZeJtMpα〃

TYmesAIp/lq, abilingualweeklylaunchedin2018. TheAsahiShimbunCompany

publishedthelizteγ"α"o"αIHｾｧaldTWb""efrom2001till2011,fbrmerlytheAsaﾉLj

EUe"j"gNeuﾉs (1954-2001).WIeJtUpq"Neuﾉs, fbrmerlytheDa胸YbmjIM(1958-2013),

isoneofJapan'slargestEnglish-languagedailies.Another,Mtz”c航DqjlyNeujswas

alsopublishedinl960,andonlineasWzeMα加jc航一eJ上upa凡Dα均Nel"ssince2001.

Theseweeklieshavebeenoftenusedfbreducationalpurposesatuniversities,

sometimesfbrentranceexaminationsandbusinessmaterials.TherearealsoEnglish-

languagenewsmagazinespublished, includingtheAsianeditionofTYme (1923),”"ze

Asjq,α"dNeuﾉsuﾉee"(1933).

Notsurprisingly,media-basedEnglishasasecondlanguage (ESL) classesare
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popular,withuniversitiesofferingextensionlecturestothegeneralpublicinmany

cities inJapanas continuing education・ Generally, Japaneseuniversityclasses

comprise l5 1ecturespersemester, butextensioncoursesoftencoverseveralthemes

andhavemultiple instructors, soeachteacherhasonlyafewclasses.Giventhe

limited class times and the students' varied educational backgrounds, teachers

conductingmedia-basedESLextensionclassesneedtodistillthecontenttocoverthe

basicsofbothEnglishandmedia.Thus, theymustcovertheEnglish-languagebasics,

suchasthetypesofstoriesandthearticles' composition,grammar,andwordusage.

Theymustalsodiscussthetopics.

Thisarticledescribeshowtheuniversityconductedonemedia-basedESLclass. Its

primaryEnglish-languageresourcesfbcusedoninternationalaffairs. ItmustbeusefUl

fbrthestudentsinthecontinuingeducationclasstoreadthemagazinesfromoverseas,

inordertounderstandthecurrenttopicsfromtheglobalpointofview.Theyread

TYmemagazine,withaweeklynewspaperpublishedfbrEnglish-languagelearners,Wle

eﾉﾋﾘpannmesAjp加(fbrmerlytheSTorStIJde"tTYmes)asasupplementarymaterial.

Sectionldescribestheteacher'sintroductiontoEnglishmedia,brienydiscussing

article types, composition style, headlines, anddiction (wordusage). Section2

introducesTYmemagazine, discussingmediabias, basicacademiccompetencies, and

thereadingmethodused. Section3providesanoverviewofextensionlearning,

describinglectures, seminars,andpresentations.

1.OverviewofEnglishNewspapers/NewsMagazmes

Sincenotall thestudentshadpriorexperiencereadingEnglishprintmedia, the

coursebeganwithabriefintroductiontoEnglishnewspapersandnewsmagazines.

Thiswasashortreviewofthebasicsratherthananin-depthcomparison,becausethe

mainpurposewastopreparethestudentstoreadthearticlesratherthanprovidean

exhaustiveexplanationofspecificpublication3rules.

1.1ArticleTypes

TheESLcourse'sarticlesareroughlyclassifiedintothreegroups: straightnews,

humanintereststories,andcommentary.

Sかajg加励euﾉscovers the latest local orglobalhappenings inpolitics, fbreign

affairs, society, theeconomy, disasters, weather, events, incidents, accidents, and

government; itcanalsoincludesports, entertainment,business, andsports. Straight
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newsstoriesanswerthe5W1Hquestions:who,when,where,what,why,andhow.

H"、α凡加te7･eststoriesdiscusspeopleandissuesfromanemotionalperspective,

includingtheirbackgroundandinfluence-oftendescribedas"thestorybehindthe

story."CommonhumanintereststoriesmightfbcusonindMduals' lives,developments

inartorscience, interviews,andother"soft"topicsthatinterestoramusereaders.

COmme脱aryincludeseditorials, opinions, evaluations, andjudgmentsonnews

articles; itasksreadersabouttheirthoughtsandfeelings.

1．2ArticleComposition

Thecoursethencoveredelementalnewsarticlecomposition.Mostnewsarticleshave

threeessentialparts:headline, lead,andbody.

H2α〃mesarearticletitlessetinalargerpointsizethanthegeneraltext・The

mostimportantstoryisoftensetwithabannerheadlinestretchingacrossthewidth

ofthepublication, ofteninall capital letters・Mostnewspaperscapitalizethefirst

letterof allmajorwords (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs) andalmost

alwayslowercaseconjunctionsandprepositions.

Technically, apart of thebody, the leqdis acritical component・ It is the

introductorysectionofanewsstoryandis intendedtoenticereaderstocontinue

reading・ The first paragraph, the lead summarizes the indispensable 5WIH

infbrmation.

Thebody is the textofthearticleandprovidesdetailsandcontext fbr the

headlineandlead.

Mostreadersstartwiththeheadline: ifthatarousestheirinterest, theyreadthe

firstparagraph. Iftheyarestill interestedandwantorneedmoreinfbrmation, they

readtherestofthearticle.Newsarticlesgenerallyfbllowthemuey･tedpy7･q"dor

j"ue7･ted"kmglestyle,placingthemostnewsworthyinfbrmationatthetop.

1.3GrammaticalRulesofHeadlines

Headlinesareusuallywritteninthepresenttense, eveniftheincidentshappenedin

thepast・Tosavespace, theygenerallyfbllowacompressedtelegraphicstyle,omitting

fUnctionwordsasconjunctions,mostarticles (q,α","ze),someprepositions (e.g.,the

o"befbreadate).

Themostimportantgrammaticalrulesconcernthebeverb.

l. ToshowthefUturetense, theyusethewordtowithaninfinitive.

e､g.) $GItaly[Is] toLockDownfbrCOWD･19Mar. 8.''
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2. Toindicateongoingevents, theyusetheprogressivefbrm.

e.g.) @6ManyStudents [Are]StudyingSpanishinCA.''

3. Theyleaveoutauxiliaryfbrmslikeu)ereorノルauebee"fbrpassivevoice.

e.g.) "8StudentsMere]mlledinUniversityShooting."

Headlinewritersusepunctuationtoshortensentences.

l.Replacingα"dwithacomma

e.g.) "Biden,SugaDiscussTrade"

2. Separatingclauseswithsemicolons

e.g.) $@SenateApprovesFundingBill;Shutdown[Was]Averted''

3.Usingcolonsfbrbyo7･qccoy･dj昭toortoindicateanoutcome

e.g.) "Macron:State-FundedTherapyStartsNextYear''

SomeESLtextbookscollectheadlinesandleadstobmiliarizereaderswiththe

rulesofgrammaticalfeaturesofheadlines.

l.4WordUsage

Tosavespaceandattractpeople'sattention,writersoftenmakewordsandphrases

shorter.

Theyoftenuseshortsynonymsfbrcommonwordsinheadlines.Whilethispractice

canexpandESLlearners'vocabularies, itcanalsorequireusingthecontexttoinfer

theoriginalmeaning.

e.g.)6α〃fbrpro"6",pqctfbrqgl･eeme"t,加妬fbrre/ijseorsqy"0, andprobefbr

j"Uestjgqte

Understandingnewspaperandnewsmagazineheadlines requiresESLreaders to

familiarizethemselveswithcommonwords' synonyms.

Theyalsouseabbreviations, includingacronyms.

e.g.)UIVSCfbrU""edMztjo"sSecz"･jjyCb""c",肋測hrIMe7"α伽"αJ,Rqdq7fbr

Rqdjodetectjo〃α"d7．α昭j昭,GATTfbrGe"e7･(ZIAgreeme"to"Tqrjがちα"d

T》･ade

AvoidingrepetitionisnotalwaysuniquetothemediaEnglish.Writersofvarious

fieldstendtodothattoshowtheirrichvocabularyorenjoythewordplaybyusing

synonyms.Andmostnewspaperandmagazinewritersusethismethod.

Thecoursecoveredmuchmoreaboutwordusage, but theabovepointswere

criticalfbrtheattendeesoftheextensionlectures,mostofwhomwerebeginners.
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2．Readingnme

TY"zedebutedinl923, andNeuﾉsuﾉee"debutedinl933.Botharestillpopularweekly

newsmagazinesintheUnitedStates・ReadersinJapancansubscribetoTYmeAsjq

basedinHongKongandalsotheJapaneseversionofNeuﾉsuﾉeehfirstpublishedin

l986・

AsfbrtopicsfbrEnglishlearnersinJapan, TYmeAsjqhasmorethanNeuﾉsuﾉeeh

inEnglish2)becauseoftheregionswheretheyarepublished.

2.1MediaBias

Thecoursealsocoveredmediabias: thefailuretoreportthenewsfromaneutral

perspective・Readersmustbeawarethatmostnewsmagazineshavepoliticalbiases,

eveniftheystrivefbrimpartiality.Neutralitymightbetheideal,but itisnotthe

reality.

TYmemagazineshowsaregionalmediabias・Forexample, itpublishesportraitsof

criminals (agel8andover) andphotosofmasscasualtiesindisasterandbattlefield

reports.ThiswouldneverhappeninJapan.

InaninterviewasearlyasOctober5,1965,fbrmerUSambassadortoJapan,

EdwinOldfatherReischauer3) criticizedJapanesenewspaperreportsontheVietnam

War4).HesaidthathethoughttheJapanesepublicwasgettingabiased(pro-North

Vietnam) viewofthewarfromtheJapanesenewspapersMqmicﾉljSﾉﾙ加加凡and

Asa脱Sん加加皿Hecomparedtheirreportswiththenewspaperreports fromthe

Philippines,Thailand,Malaysiaandlndia,whosepolitical ideasandsystemswere

similartoJapan.HesaidheintentionallyomittedthereportsofSouthKorea,Taiwan,

andCambodia,whichstronglyopposedtheCommunistcountriesastheUnitesStates,

inordertobefairandneutral inhisaspectsinthiscomparison.

AmbassadorReischauersaidthatthereportsofthetwoJapanesenewspapers

wentintoSaigon(nowHoChiMinhCity) inSouthVietnamwithsomedoubtsand

prejudices, butwhentheyvisitedHanoi inNorthVietnam, theyrepeated the

Communistgovernment'spropagandaandinfbrmation.

ReischauernotedthatnothinghadbeensaidintheJapanesenewspapersabout

thevisitofthefbrmerprimeministerofSouthVietnamtwoorthreeweeksearlier,or

other visits by several delegations fromSouthVietnam. Only one newspaper

mentionedsomethingaboutthevisitofthefbreignministerofThailand,whohad

givenanexcellentspeechinJapan.Heattributedthis tothebiasesheldbythe
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UnitedStatesandJapan, theirdifferentthoughtsaboutandexperienceswith$peace'.

TheUnitedStateshastwomainpoliticalparties:RepublicanandDemocratic.A

recentwebsite survey onmediabias, includingTVprograms, confirmed that

Americansthinkdiffbrentlyaboutthefairnessofarticlesandreportsdependingon

whichpartytheysupport.5)

2.2BasicAcademicCompetencies

BefbrereadingEnglish-languagenewspapersandmagazines, Japanesereadersneed

someknowledgeofthearticles' contents.ReadingJapanesearticlesaboutwhat is

happeningintheworldcanhelpthemunderstandtheEnglish-languagearticlesmore

fUllyandinferthemeaningsofwordstheymightnotknow.

MATSUMOTOMichihiro, author ofReqding 6Wme":Houノ 加Leqr"L加昭

E昭"sﾉ3,6) recommendedthatreadersspreadtheir"frameofreferences"byreading

relevantarticlesinJapanesequicklytomakeiteasiertounderstandthecontentsof

theEnglish-languageversionofTYme.Knowledgeaboutthesubjectmattermakesit

easierfbrESLreaderstounderstandEnglisharticlessufficiently.

InhisbookReqdi昭E昭"sﾉINeuﾉSp叩ers:Get"昭加K伽uﾉ肋eWO7･ldbyPmCtjCqj

E昭"sﾉz,SHIMIZUYoshitsugu,alongtimeeditorfbrtheAsα九jEUe"mgNeuﾉs,offered

similaradvice､7)Hewrotethatunderstandingthenewsinthemothertonguefirstis

indispensablefbrreadingEnglishnewspapersandmagazines,emphasizingtheneedto

obtainthe relevantknowledgeand infbrmationfromJapanesemedia. SHIMIZU

pointedoutthatpeoplewhocouldreadandcomprehendEnglishnewspapersproperly

andthoroughlywereevaluatedhigherthanthosewhocouldonlyspeakEnglish

fluently､8）

Theauthorof恥凡Steps toRe(zdmg@mTYme';MINAIYoshiro, alsotalkedabout

theusefillnessofbackgroundinfbrmationfbrunderstandingtheEnglishinnme.9)

HestronglyrecommendedthatreadersacquireknowledgeofEnglishgrammar.As

thewriting inTYme is logical andcomposedaccording toEnglishgrammatical

rules, readerswithouttheknowledgeofproperEnglishgrammarfinditchallenging

tointerpretthearticles' contentcorrectly.10)MINAIconsideredtheEnglishinnme

tobe outstandingly logical amongmagazines, and said that ifwe couldnot

clearlyunderstandthemeaningsofthearticlesinnme, thefaultwasours,notthe

magazine's.'') Inthepast, understandingEnglishnewspapersandnewsmagazines

requiredbeing conversantwith the ChristianBible, but nownewsmagazines

(includingTYme) covertopics fromamoreglobalandinclusiveperspective,12) that
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tendencyhasbeendisappearing.

ESLreadersofTYmeneedbasicacademiccompetencies, logicalthinkingskills,and

someunderstandingofEnglishgrammar.

2.3AReadingMethod

Thecourserecommendedareadingmethod,usingtheexampleofaTYmearticleona

meetingbetweenthen-USPresidentDonaldTrumpandNorthKoreanleadermmJong

UninSingaporeonJunel2,2018．Thearticle"The <DareMe'Doctrine:President

Trump's defiant diplomacy"waswrittenbyBrianBennet fromSingapore and

publishedinnmeissueofJune25, 2018.13)Thesummitdescribedinthearticlewas

fbcusedonthedenuclearizationoftheKoreanPeninsula.KimwantedTrumpto

suspendtheUSandSouthKoreanmilitaryexercisesinandaroundthepeninsula,and

Trumpagreed・Astheheadlinesuggested, thereporterandnmewerenotadmirersof

theTrumpadministration'sfbreignpolicies.

Intheprintversion, thefirstparagraph(lead)wassetinalargerpointsizethan

thebody・ Thenexteightparagraphsofthereport (body) statedhowtheTrump

administrationaggressivelypursuedhisfbreignpolicies,asfbllows:

1． <GItwasexactlythekindofshoot-fiPom-the-hipmovetheyhateinthepin-striped

confinesoftheStateDepartment・ButthemomentwasclassicTrump.”

2. "Thewar-gameconcessionwasjustthelatestinaseriesofsurprisingturnsin

whatmayultimatelyprovetobeahistoricmoment.”

3. "Now, inless thanayear, Trumphasgone fromthreateningKimwith

annihilationtothefirstface-to-facetalksbetweenasittingUSpresidentand

aNorthKoreanleader."

4． "Thesummittheaterwasthelatestandmostdramaticexampleofhowthe

impulsivepresidentisupendingtheglobalorder.''

5. "Earlyon,Trumpheededhistopaideswhentheyurgedcaution・Butinthe

pastsixmonths,hehastakenincreasinglydramaticrisks-especiallyinfbreign

policy."

6． "Thepopulistfamouslybristledatconvention． GIfyougointoameetingandsay

wecan'tdothat, orthat'snotthewayit'sbeendone, youcanbeassured

he's goingtowant todo it,' says one seniorNational SecurityCouncil

official." (Thissecondsentencewasalsosetasadisplayedquotationinlarge

letters.)

7. "Theremaybe short-termbenefits inabandoning theUS's decades-old
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commitmenttostrategicpredictability."

8. "NowherearethestakesarehigherthaninNorthKorea,wherediplomatic

failurecouldsetthecoursefbrrenewedmilitaryconfrontation.”

As this example shows, reading the first (and second) sentences of each

paragraphcanbeaneffectivewayfbrreaderstogettheoutlineofastory. (Ifthey

wantmoreexplanation, theycanreadtherestofeachparagraph.)

AfterprovidingsomeanecdotaldescriptionsofTrump, thearticleexplainedhow

hegothisway: firingpersonnelfrequently.

TrumppromisedKimthattheUSwouldsuspenditsjointexerciseswithSouth

Korea・DespiteTrump'sdramaticperfbrmance,Kimpromisednothinginreturn, only

mentioninghiscommitmenttodenuclearization.

Thearticlecontinuedwithamapandseveral illustrations, includingatimeline:

"AHistoryofBrokenPromises."14) The illustrationshowedhowthe threeNorth

Koreangenerationshadmadeapromiseandbrokenitbylaunchingshort-range,mid-

range,andintercontinentalballisticmissilesandimplementingnucleartests・Themap

gavereadersinfbrmationaboutthenumberofactivetroopsofNorthandSouthKorea

andtheUShrcesandbasesinSouthKorea・ Severalgraphsshowedtheeconomic

stateofNorthKoreaaftertheUSsanctions.Visual infbrmation (e.g., illustrations,

maps,graphs,photographs) appealstoreadersandprovidesbackgroundfbrthetext

inhrmation.

Togivereadersmultiplepointsofviewandperhapstoprovethatthereporting

wasnotbiased, TYmesupplementedthearticlewithfburcommentariesl5) : "OneReal

SummitWin"waswrittenbyBeatriceFihn,ExecutiveDirectorofthelnternational

CampaigntoAbolishNuclearWeapons,whoapprovedofthe"cessationofUS-South

Koreawar games"; "TheMachiavellianMr.mm" waswrittenby journalist

CharlieCampbell,whofbcusedonmm'sdictatorialscheming; "TrumpSwapsFriends

fbrFoes''waswrittenbylanBremmer,whosuggestedthatalthough"treatingfriends

asenemiesandenemiesasfriend3'appealedtohissupporters, itwasunlikelytobe

goodfbrthenation;and"GWarGames'AreNothingtoToywith''byretiredUSNavy

AdmiralJamesStavridis, fbrmerlythel6thSupremeAlliedCommanderatNATO,who

arguedthatTrumpfailedtounderstandthe"coherentwholethatcreatesanetworkof

alliesandcoalitionpartnersaroundtheworld''andsuspendedacriticaloperationwith

SouthKoreahrnobeneft.

Thearticlewasmuchlongerthantheexcerptsheresuggest,butthetimeallotted

toextensionlecturesislimited.Therefbre, thecourseteacherworkedwithashortened
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version, givingexplanationsfbreachparagraphfbrtheESLstudents fromvarious

educationalbackgrounds.

3． ExtensionLectures:FromLearnmgtolnterpretation

Generally, Japanese universities' extension lectures are lecture-based・ That is

understandable, giventhattheattendeesvaryintheireducationalbackgroundsand

ESLachievementlevels,andarelimitedonlytoagesl8andover. Itwouldbedifficult

fbrteacherstoleadsuchstudentsinasemmar-stylecourse.Therefbre, theattendees

receiveinputfromtheteachersbutrarelyhavetheopportunitytocommitactivelyto

theclassordiscussthelectures・Sometimes,notalwaysthough, thecontentdiffersso

muchfromwhattheattendeeshavelearnedorstudiedbefbrethattheyrequiresome

preparatoryteaching.Thefbllowingparagraphsdescribesomesourcesfbrthis.

3.1Lecture:Background(OtherMaterials: eJmpα〃nmesST),Opimons

Articles fromTYmemagazineareamongthedifficult textsusedinESLextension

lecturesinJapan.SometimesteachersneedtoavoiddMngstraightintothearticles

andpreparethestudentsfirstbyreadingtheheadlinesandleadsfromothersources

togetaccustomedtothegrammaticalfeaturesofEnglish-languagemedia.

Briefbitsoftextsuchasopinions, illustrations,andphotocaptionscanbeusefill,

writteneitherinEnglishorinJapanese.Theywouldattractattentionsoftheattendees

tothetopics.

AlsohelpfUlareotherarticleswrittenabout thesametopics inEnglish. For

example,ashortarticleappearedonJune22, 2018, inTVIeJtIpa刀髄mesST(StIJde"

TY"zes) coveringthesamesummitastheTYmearticle. Italsoincludedsometips

writteninJapaneseatthebottomofthepage,'6) Itwasashortone,whichgave

readersprecedentknowledgethathelpedthemwiththeEnglishversion.

3.2Seminar:Participation

Duringthemedia-basedESLcourses, itsometimesbecomesevidentthatthestudents

haveknowledgeofandopinionsaboutthearticlebeingdiscussed. Insuchcases, the

teachercanchangethelectureintoaseminar-stylecoursebyposingquestions,asking

thestudentstojointheconversations, andlisteningtothestudents' opinions.Class

participationisabridgingsteptowardactivecommitmenttotheclass.

Attheendofaclass, someteachersgivethestudentshomework. Inthecourse
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describedhere, theteacherassignedfburstudentsoneofthefburcommentariesfrom

differentviewpointsmentionedin2.3, supplementingtheTrump-Kimsummitarticle

fbrthenextclass.Homeworkshouldnotbeunderestimated; ithelpsestablishpositive

andactive attitudes toward learning. GMngpeople responsibility improves their

motivationandresultsintheirachievements.

3.3Presentationandlnterpretation

The fburstudents responsible fbrthehomeworkcommentariesgavepresentations

duringthenextclass.Theydidagreatjob, summarizingtheirassignedreadingand

expressing their opinions clearly・ After the class, some of themcontinued the

discussion.

Theirpresentations includedtheir interpretationsandanalyses・ Preparingand

deliveringapresentationaboutanarticle, evenashortone, helpsESLlearners

organize their thoughts andassess theEnglishwords closely fbr theirnuanced

meaningsbasedontheknowledgegainedduringtheextensionlectures.Thisisoneof

theidealgoalsoftheextensionlecturesthatinvolvereadingnmetogetherinaclass.

Conclusion

Universityextensionlectureshave tight time constraints, afewclasses fbreach

teacher, soteachersmustfbcusonthebasics.Theclassesshouldbeaccessiblefbr

studentsfromvariededucationalbackgrounds・Theonlyconditionfbrtheclassesisof

ages l8andover,whichindicatesthatthestudentsaresupposedtobeatleasthigh

schoolgraduates.

Interpretinginternational affairs isanengagingtopic fbr learnersofEnglish

language. Students readcurrent topics inEnglish-languagenewsmagazines like

TYme.Oncethestudentslearnalittleaboutnewswriting(e.g., theinvertedpyramid,

headlinegrammar), theycanenjoyreadingthenewswithaglobalperspective.Source

materialswrittenspecificallyfbrESLlearners, suchTWae c7qpq"ZY"zesAIp九a (the

S"de"tTYmes) canhelpthempreparefbrreadingandunderstandingthetopicsin

TYme.

Ashortsurveytotheattendeesoftheextensionlecturedescribedherel7) revealed

thatthedegreeofsatisfactionwasdivided.Somestudentsthoughtthelectureswere

interesting,butothersthoughtthecontentwastoodifficult.Thissuggeststheyneed

toestablishthebasicacademiccompetenciesbefbredelvingmoredeeplyintothe
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articles.

Studentswhohaveinterestsinthecurrenttopicsaretocommittheirknowledge

andexperiencestotheclassandexpresstheiropinionsthroughthepresentationof

theirassignments・ Suchuniversityextensionlecturesasdescribedheremightbea

goodinducementtofUrtherreadingofEnglishnewspapersandmagazinesasdaily

habits.
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概要：『タイム」誌で時事問題を読む

伏見親子

生涯学習という観点から大学の公開講座を見れば、半期15回という通常授業とは異なり、

一つのテーマについて2， 3回という回数制限の中で、教育歴が異なる「18歳以上」の成人に

対して教育を行うという問題がある。

日本ではなく、海外で書かれた英字新聞・雑誌は、 日本とは異なる視点、グローバルな視点

で、国際問題を伝えてくれる。また、 メディアには偏向があることを理解し、批判的に記事を

読まなければならない。

成人教育として大学の公開講座で英字新聞・雑誌を扱うには、英語は母語ではない第2言語

(ESL)なので、まず見出しと時事英語特有の文法・語法を教える必要がある。それには受講

者に英語の基礎学力があることが前提となる。

『タイム』誌にはアジア版があり、 『ニューズウイーク』よりも日本人になじみのある題材が

多く、また日本発行の英字新聞などを副教材とすれば、語彙と背景の説明などがあり、学習者

は予備知識をもって内容に入ることができる。

限られた時間内で題材を絞り、講座の流れの中で学習者が講義を聴くだけの受け身の姿勢か

ら、積極的に授業に関わるように、講義から演習、発表へと授業形態を変えていく方法をとる

こととする。

事例として、 2018年の四街道市市民大学講座を取り上げる。 2018年6月にアメリカ大統領

(当時） ドナルド・ トランプ氏が北朝鮮の金正恩総書記とシンガポールで行った会談に関する

『タイム」誌アジア版の記事を題材に、副教材として日本の学生向け英字新聞『ジヤパンタイ

ムス・アルファ』の同一テーマを扱った記事を使用した。

時事英語の基礎を講義した後、この記事の構成を説明し、記事に示された地図やグラフ、イ

ラスト、異なる立場の人々からのコメントを取り上げながら、講義形式から演習、更には発表

による記事の解釈へと進めていった。特に国際的な時事問題に興味がある受講者は、 自らの知

識と経験をもとに、発表を通じて意見を述べ、積極的に授業に関わるようになった。
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