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The ‘Room’ Is a Magic Carpet Transcending Time and Space: A Study of Pride and
Prejudice
Shinko FUSHIMI

Almost 200 years have passed since Jane Austen first wrote her novels, 6 in all,
and we continue to enjoy them to this day. In particular, Pride and Prejudice has
been made into several films, including its adaptation, Aridget Jones’s Diary.

One of the reasons, and perhaps the most acknowledged one, for Austen’s
longstanding popularity resides in the fact that she did not focus on the problems
of the times or society, but rather on the interactions between people.

The story of Pride and FPrejudice is well constructed, which has facilitated its
being filmed. Most of the characters make counterpoints in various ways and are
arranged in symmetrical patterns, such as Darcy vs. Wickham and Mrs. Bennet vs. Lady
Catherine de Bourgh. This contributes to the change in scenes and consequently, the
structure is reinforced by these variations. The dialogues are carried on in a ‘room,’
a deliberately contrived situation, and interactions take place between people more
effectively in the dialogues.

In Austen’s novels, the dialogues are veritable battles of intelligence. Thanks
to her skills of novel-making using counterpoints, we can enjoy the word games and
observe the interactions between people, as if we were creeping into the ‘room’

unnoticed and sharing its space with them, almost as if we were on a magic carpet.
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