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Abstract

This study examines the origins of Yonaguni
horse, which is one of the rare horse breeds
native to Japan, based on some previous work
and historical sources. First, the author
estimated the introduction of those horses to
the island to be between 16th to 18th
centuries and then, looked at the historical
background and the way of life on the island
at that time. The author also assesses the use
of horses throughout the Ryukyu Kingdom
and the interaction of the island with other
areas of the Kingdom. Based on these
considerations, the author concludes that
Yonaguni horse likely originates from nearby
islands within the Ryukyu Kingdom.
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